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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1 , Claims 1-7 in the reply filed on 
3-14-06 is acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1 , 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lemmons et al (US 5,880,768 and hereafter referred to as "Lemmons"). 

Regarding Claim 1, Lemmons discloses a method of recording content (Figures 
10, 12, 13, 16, Figure 17, 764, 766, 768), comprising displaying a parameter menu of 
selectable parameters including programs (Figure 2, Figure 3), channels (Figure 9, 402, 
404), times (Figure 8, 304, Figure 3, 120), and dates (Figure 8, 302) to be used for 
recording current or future viewed content or selecting programs to record (Figure 10, 
Column 20, lines 9-18); and selecting at least one parameter from the parameter menu 
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via a user interface in order to effect a recording a operation for the content or using a 
television display to select programs to record after selecting parameters whether 
programs, dates, times, or channels to record the program (Column 20, lines 9-18, 
Figure 17, 764, 766, 768). 

Regarding Claim 3, Lemmons discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Lemmons 
discloses that the parameter menu is displayed as part of any displayed content of an 
electronic program guide (EPG) (Figures 3-10). 

Regarding Claim 4, Lemmons discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Lemmons 
discloses the parameters include at least one of a data of program (Figure 8, 302), a 
time of a program (Figure 8, 304, Figure 3, 120) and a desired channel (Figure 9, 402, 
404). 

Regarding Claim 5, Lemmons discloses all the limitations of Claim 4. Lemmons 
discloses comprising displaying a EPG content (Figures 3-6, Figure 10) so as to identify 
at least one of a program to be recorded (Figure 10, 508), actors in a programs listed or 
featured performers listed on displayed menu (Figure 10, 504), other showings on the 
displayed menu or other times (Column 20, lines 28-31), wherein user interface is 
selected from at leat one graphical user interface (GUI) (Figure 2, 84) at a set top box 
(STB) (Figure 2, 70) or a remote control (Figure 2, 78) accessing the STB (Figure 2, 
70). 

Regarding Claim 6, Lemmons discloses all the limitations of Claim 5. Lemmons 
discloses manipulating the displayed EPG data to check for time conflicts between 
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programs (Column 8, lines 9-18) and to select alternate tuners for the STB (Column 8, 
lines 15-18). 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellis 
et al (US 2003/0149988 and hereafter referred to as "Ellis"). 

Regarding Claim 1, Ellis discloses a method of recording content (Figures 14a, 
14b), comprising displaying a parameter menu of selectable parameters (Figure 14a, 
1331) to be used for recording current viewed content or selecting programs to record 
(Figure 14, 1331); and selecting at least one parameter from the parameter menu via a 
user interface in order to effect a recording a operation for the content or using a 
television display to select program to record after selecting parameter "yes" whether 
(Pages 11-12, paragraph 0134). 

Regarding Claim 2, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Ellis discloses 
the parameter menu is mutually exclusive of any displayed content of an EPG or 
parameter menu can be displayed outside of the EPG such as while watching a 
program (Figure 14, 1331). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/022,094 



Art Unit: 2623 



Page 5 



6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lemmons 
in view of Lortz et al (US 6,49,410 and hereafter referred to as "Lortz") of and Wang (US 
6,675,385). 

Regarding Claim 7, Lemmons discloses all the limitations of Claim 5. Lemmons 
is silent on pausing currently viewed content when the EPG is displayed. Lortz 
discloses a user interface with a set top box (Figure 1,10) and remote control (Figure 1 , 
24) controlling the display (Figure 1 , 22). Lortz discloses pausing the currently viewed 
content of a television program and displaying alternative content or web content 
(Figure 2, 44, Column 3, lines 56-65) and the user can navigate between the web pages 
(Column 4, lines 1-17). Wang discloses a system which includes a STB which receives 
an EPG Column 3, lines 30-38); the user interface and the STB allows the user to 
navigate the EPG (Column 3, lines 63-67, Column 4, lines 1-8); and the EPG is in 
HTML format with assigned URLs (Column 3, lines 63-66). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Lemmons to pause the currently viewed content of a television program and 
display alternative content or web content (Figure 2, 44, Column 3, lines 56-65) as 
taught by Lortz in order to prevent the user from missing the program. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Lemmons to include EPG in HTML format with assigned URLs 
(Column 3, lines 63-66) as taught by Wang in order to reduce the amount of memory to 
store an EPG locally (Column 2, lines 38-41) and to provide a more efficient EPG in 
terms of processing power and cost (Column 2, lines 47-49) as disclosed by Wang. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Ellis et al (US 2005/0235323 and hereafter referred to as "Ellis2") 
and Knudson et al (US 2005/0273819 and hereafter referred to as "Knudson"). 

Ellis2 discloses a system that displays an EPG with a parameter menu 
(Figure 4a), which allow a user to watch and record two different programs 
(Figure 2a). The system determines any time conflicts with program that is 
selected for recording (Figures 3b, 3c). 

Knudson discloses a system that uses an EPG to record a program via a 
parameter menu (Figure 4, Figure 11); wherein parameters can be current 
channel (Figure 1, 145) and programs with other episodes can be recorded 
(Figure 11, 147, 95) and resolves any conflicts for the program (Figure 16). 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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